Minutes of Business Meeting of the Statistical Consulting Section, American Statistical Association 

The Joint Statistical Meetings in Vancouver, Canada, Tuesday, Aug 3, 2010 at 5:30-7:30pm
Minutes by Brenda Gillespie, Secretary/Treasurer

Attendance:  45 total, including 15 CNSL section officers and 30 others (all listed below).
Todd Nick called the meeting to order.   The minutes from the 2009 meeting were approved with revisions.

Brenda Gillespie gave the Treasurer's report.  
· The section’s financial situation is stable.

· Membership decreased slightly this year, but is still much higher than the years before 2006 (prior to the policy of free one-year trial section memberships).  

Walter Ambrosius reported on the CNSL program at this year's JSM (see newsletter for details), and encouraged all to attend the remaining Wednesday sessions.  
· Travel awards were presented to Jonathan Hobbs and Wei-Ting Hwang, who received hearty applause.
· Rick Ittenbach requested ideas for next year's sessions.  Next year's theme is "Statistics:  An all-encompassing discipline".   The deadline for invited session submission is September 9, 2010, and decisions on invited sessions will be made by September 30.

· The request for topic contributed sessions will be sent out this fall.  Topic contributed session ideas need to be approved by the Program Chair prior to submission of the abstracts (Richard.ittenbach@cchmc.org).  CNSL members submitting topic contributed session ideas will be considered for travel awards.
· Walter and Cynthia described ASA's new formula for assigning numbers of invited and topic contributed sessions for each JSM: 20% session attendance, 20% #section members, and 60% numbers of abstracts for contributed sessions and posters submitted for the section.
· Brenda asked if anyone might be interested in a session on home experiments.  Several attendees volunteered that they had performed various home experiments.  One attendee said that the Statistical Graphics section had a similar session that she had attended that morning.

· ASA is attempting to elevate the status of posters.

· Rick introduced Jonathan Mahnken (Program Chair-elect-elect), who requested ideas for roundtables.

· Walter and Todd thanked Jamie Grady for providing the CNSL session schedule on laminated bookmarks again this year.  All agreed that it is a great way to draw attention to our sessions.
Chris Holloman gave the Newsletter report.  

· This past year there were two newsletters: winter 2010 and summer 2010.   The article summarizing the insurance discussion on the list-serve was appreciated.

· All were encouraged to submit articles or notes for the Newsletter.  

· Chris will turn over this position at the end of 2010, and invited volunteers to take on this satisfying job.
Webinar update

· Although we had no webinars last year, there was enthusiasm for having one or two in the coming year.  At the Executive Committee Meeting on Sunday, Ralph O'Brien had suggested Bob Muenchen, who had already adapted his recent book, R for SAS and SPSS Users (and the sequel, R for Stata Users) for a webinar format.  The idea was embraced by the group.  Todd and Chuck (webmaster) will organize the event.

Chuck Kincaid gave the Webmaster's report

· Chuck took an informal survey (by show of hands) of those who had visited the CNSL website.  Approximately 2/3 of those present raised their hands.  All seemed happy with the website information and ease of use.  (Thanks, Chuck!)
Marlene Egger and Ray Hoffman gave the report from the Council of Sections (COS) meeting

· The COS is soliciting ideas for YouTube videos on what it is like to be a statistician.  Please send ideas (or videos) to Marlene or Ray. 

· Marlene reminded all that the COS rep position is a gateway to ASA-level positions, and gives eligibility to run for the Board of ASA.
Nominating Committee report (Bruce Craig, Chair)

· Bruce solicited nominations (self or others) for the open positions next year (Chair-elect, COS rep, Sec/Treas, and At Large rep).  (See the CNSL section website at www.amstat.org for officer duties.)  The slate is due November 15, 2010.  Email bacraig@purdue.edu.
· Bruce kindly asked the group to thank (with applause) the officers who will rotate off after next year.

Cynthia Long gave the Publications report
· She posted CNSL items in Amstat News every 2-3 months in the past year, and will post in the November issue about the CNSL travel awards.  She noted that these posts are mainly for non-section members.

· Cynthia introduced Jennifer Schumi, the Publications Officer-elect.
Eric Vance presented an idea for a web forum for statistical questions, which generated a lot of discussion.

· Most agreed it could be very useful and would provide a valuable service.  For ASA members only?
· Potential problems:  Who would moderate?  Spam. Opt in or opt out? 
· Platforms:  ASA Community website?  Other ASA site?  Google group?

· Todd suggested that an article on this topic be in the next Newsletter.
Short Updates:

· The Charter revisions made last year passed and are final, thanks to Bruce.
· Todd got contributions from Exhibiters for door prizes at the Business Meeting!  (Thanks, Todd!)   

· Webinars:  The Executive Committee voted to provide $500 for 1-2 one hour webinars in the coming year.  
· Isabella Ghement organized a CNSL dinner at the Vancouver Water Street Cafe for Wednesday evening.
· A quick survey of those present found a few who were listed on the Consultant List on the website.  
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:00pm, followed by Door Prizes and many happy prize winners.
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